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DEAR COMMUNITY, (3/19/20)

FIRST OF ALL, HAPPY SPRING, WHICH UNIQUELY BEGINS TODAY WITHOUT BENEFIT OF SUNSHINE OR OTHER 
FANFARE. BUT THINGS ARE GREENING UP EVEN IN THE DARKNESS OF OUR DAYS AND NIGHTS, AND EVERY TIME THE 
RAIN STOPS THE BIRDS MIRACULOUSLY APPEAR AND BEGIN SINGING. THE PULSE OF LIFE REMAINS STRONG IN SPITE 
OF EVERY-THING.

THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMUNAL UPDATE, THOUGH, IS THAT I SADLY FEEL THE NEED TO CANCEL OUR COMMU-
NAL LITURGIES FOR THE TIME BEING. I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE TIME BEING IS, BUT AS OF NOW IT WILL EXTEND 
THROUGH THE REST OF THE SEASON OF LENT (3/21, 3/28, 4/4) AND THE TRIDUUM (4/9-10-11). I BELIEVE IT IS IM-
PORTANT TO BITE THE BULLET AND DO THIS NOW SO THAT ALL OF US CAN STOP AGONOZING OVER WHETHER OR 
NOT TO SELF-ISOLATE FROM ONE ANOTHER. I FIND IT ABHORRENT, BUT NECESSARY UNDER THE UNCERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES WITH WHICH WE ARE LIVING.

IN AN ATTEMPT TO KEEP US COMMUNALLY CONNECTED DURING THIS DISTANCING, I INTEND TO CONTINUE 
OFFERING LITURGY AS BEST AS POSSIBLE. I WILL COMPILE EACH LITURGICAL SERVICE, INCLUDING THE READINGS 
AND A HOMILY, AND SEND THEM OUT ON THE DAY OF THE CELEBRATION. I ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRAY WITH THE 
LITURGY OF THAT DAY AND CELEBRATE ITS EUCHARIST ON YOUR OWN (OR IN COUPLES AND FAMILIES WHERE 
APPLICABLE). AND ALSO, PLEASE, TO SEND OUT TO THE REST OF US YOUR OWN PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS AND 
SHARING AS YOU FEEL CALLED.

AND ESPECIALLY IF YOU HADN’T YET FOUND TIME FOR JOAN CHITTISTER’S THE TIME IS NOW, THIS TIME OF 
SOLITUDE GIVES IT TO YOU. WE MIGHT DO SOME COMMON READING AND SHARE SOME INSIGHTS HERE AS WE 
WEND OUR WAY THROUGH THIS SINGULAR WORLDWIDE CRISIS. THE TIME IS SURELY NOW TO FIND COMMON 
GROUND AND UNITED PURPOSE IN SOMETHING BESIDES A LOOMING FEAR OF ONE ANOTHER. AS CHITTISTER ASKS 
RIGHT UP FRONT: WITH THE WORLD AROUND US CRACKING AT THE SEAMS AND AMERICA IN A STATE OF 
POLARIZATION AND POLICITAL DIS-ARRAY…HOW DO WE REALLY GET OUT OF THE SWAMP WE’RE IN? BY 
CONFRONTING IT. HOW? TRUTHFULLY. WHAT WILL THAT TAKE? A MODEL, A VISION, A COMMITMENT, 
COURAGE… AND YOU. 

SHALOM. MAY WE ALL STAY WELL. AND CONNECTED…
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TRIDUUM II – GOOD FRIDAY – 4/7/23 
 

Reading One: Isaiah 52:13—53:12  
 
Behold! My servant shall prosper. You shall be exalted and lifted up. Many were astonished—so marred was your 
appearance, beyond human semblance, and your form unlike that of human flesh. You will startle many nations!  
Rulers will be silenced because of you, for that which has not been told them they shall see, and that which they have 
not heard they shall understand. Who has believed what I have told you and to whom has my holy arm been revealed? 
For you grew up before me like a young plant, like a root out of dry ground. You had no form or comeliness for others to 
notice you, no beauty that you should be desired. You were despised and rejected by your own people; one who bore 
sorrows and was acquainted with grief; one from whom others hid their faces. You were despised and given no esteem. 
Surely you have borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. We saw you stricken, smitten and afflicted. But you were 
wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities. Upon you was the chastisement that made us whole, and 
with your stripes we are healed. Lost and confused, we had all gone astray; we had turned to our own ways; and you 
bore our iniquities. You were oppressed and afflicted, but you did not open your mouth. Like a lamb led to slaughter or a 
sheep that is mute before its shearer, you did not open your mouth. Oppressed and judged, you were taken away, and 
who considered your plight? You were stricken for our transgressions, and who mourned your loss? Your grace was with 
the wicked and your death with evildoers, though you had done no violence and there was no deceit in your mouth. It 
seemed to be willed that you be bruised and put to grief. When you make of yourself an offering, you see your offspring. 
You prolong your days and prosper. You see the fruit of the travail of your soul and are satisfied. By your knowledge shall 
you be accounted as righteous, O good and faithful servant. You will receive a portion with the great, and share in the 
spoils of the strong, because you poured out your soul to death and were numbered with the transgressors. While 
bearing the sins of many, you made intercession for all. 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 31:2,6,12-13,15-16,17,25  
(Rodger Kalbfleisch, 1955-2013. Psalm 31 for Good Friday, © 2009, All rights reserved.) 
 
♫ Abba, Abba, I put my life in your hands. ♫ 
 
In you, Abba, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice, rescue me. Into your hands I commend my spirit. 
♫ Abba, Abba, I put my life in your hands. ♫ 
 
To my foes I am reproachful, all my neighbors make fun of me. 
All my friends are in dread of me. I am like the unknown dead. 
♫ Abba, Abba, I put my life in your hands. ♫ 
 
But my trust is in you, Abba. I say, “You are my God.”  
In your hands is my destiny. Rescue me from my enemies. 
♫ Abba, Abba, I put my life in your hands. ♫ 
 
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your kindness, God. 
Take courage and be brave in heart, all you who hope in Abba. 
♫ Abba, Abba, I put my life in your hands. ♫ 
 
Reading Two: Hebrews 4:14—5:9  
 
We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, son of God. So let us hold fast to our 
confession, for we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are. Let us draw near to God with confidence that we may receive mercy and find grace 
in our times of need. All high priests are put in charge of things pertaining to God on behalf of the people.  They are able 
to deal gently with the ignorant and the wayward because they are themselves weak, which is why they offer sacrifice 
for their own sins as well as the sins of others. And no one can presume to take this honor upon themselves, but can 



only take it when called by God, just as was Aaron. So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but 
was appointed by the One who said: “You are my child, today I have begotten you,” and again, “You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.” When Jesus lived among us, he offered up prayers and supplications with loud 
cries and tears, and he was heard by God, who was able to save him from death. He learned obedience through 
suffering, and becoming perfect, he also became the source of eternal salvation for all those who follow his way. 
 
Gospel: John 18:1—19:42 (Jesus Seminar, alt) 
 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley. There was a garden there where he and his disciples went.  
Because he had often gone there with his disciples, Judas, who was about to turn him in, knew the place too. So it 
wasn’t long before Judas arrived, bringing with him a detachment of Roman soldiers and some of the police from the 
ranking priests and the Pharisees, armed and with their lamps and torches. Jesus, of course, knew just what would 
happen to him, so he went right up to them and said, “Who it is you’re looking for?” “Jesus the Nazarene.” “That’s me.”  
And all the while Judas, who was turning him in, was standing there with them. But as soon as Jesus had said, “That’s 
me,” they all retreated and fell to the ground. So Jesus asked again, “Who it is you’re looking for?” “Jesus the Nazarene.” 
“I told you that’s me, so if it’s me you’re looking for, let the others go.” Simon Peter had brought along a sword, and now 
he drew it, slashed at the high priest’s slave, who was called Malchus, and cut off his right ear. “Put the sword back in its 
scabbard. Am I not to drink from the cup my Abba has given me?”  
  Then the detachment and their captain, with the Judean police, arrested Jesus and put him under constraints. They 
took him first to Annas. Annas was the father-on-law of that year’s high priest, Caiaphas. It was Caiaphas, you’ll 
remember, who had given the Judeans this advice: “It’s to your advantage that one man die for the sake of the many.” 
Simon Peter and another disciple continued to trail along behind Jesus. This other disciple, somehow known to the high 
priest, went in with Jesus to the high priest’s court. Peter was standing outside the door, so this other disciple, the one 
acquainted with the high priest, went out, had a word with the woman who kept watch at the door, and got Peter in. 
The woman asked Peter if he wasn’t one of the disciples, but he denied it. Meanwhile, since it was cold, the slaves and 
police had made a charcoal fire and were standing around it, trying to keep warm. Peter was standing there too, 
warming himself. The high priest interrogated Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. And he responded: “I 
have talked publicly to anyone and everyone. I’ve always taught in synagogues and in the temple area, in places where 
the people gather. I’ve said nothing in secret. Why are you asking me? Ask those who listened to what I told them. You’ll 
find out that they know what I said.” No sooner had he said this than one of the police on duty there slapped Jesus, 
saying, “So this is how you talk back to the high priest?” “If I’ve said the wrong thing, tell me what is wrong with it. But if 
I’m right, why do you hit me?” At that, Annas sent him, under constraints as before, to the high priest Caiaphas.       
Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing outside, keeping warm. The others there asked him, “You’re not one of his 
disciples too, are you?” And he again denied it. Next, one of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the one whose ear 
Peter had cut off, asked if he hadn’t been with Jesus in the garden, and yet again Peter denied it. At that moment a 
rooster crowed. Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas’ place to the governor’s residence. By then it was early morning. 
They didn’t actually go into the governor’s residence, because that would have rendered them unclean and they would 
not have been able to eat the Passover meal. So Pilate came out to them, asking, “What charge are you bringing against 
this man?” (they) “If he hadn’t committed a crime, we wouldn’t have turned him over to you.” (P) “Deal with him 
yourselves. Judge him by your own law.” (they) “But it is illegal for us to execute anyone.”  
  So Pilate went back into his residence, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Judeans?” “Is that 
what you think, or just what other people have told you about me?” “Am I a Jew? It’s your own people and the ranking 
priests who have turned you over to me. What have you done?” “Mine is not a secular government. If my government 
were secular, my companions would fight to keep me from being turned over. But as it is, my government does not 
belong to this domain.” “So you are a king!” “You’re the one who says so. This is what I was born for, and this is why I 
came into the world: to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth can hear my voice.” “What is the 
truth?” And when he had said this, he went again to the Judeans, saying, “In my judgment there is no case against this 
man. But it’s your privilege at Passover for me to free one prisoner for you. Shall I free him?” (they) “Not him, but 
Barabbas.” 
  Barabbas was a rebel. Only then did Pilate have Jesus taken away and beaten. And the soldiers wove a crown out of 
thorns and forced it on to his head. They dressed him in a purple robe. Then they began marching up to him, slapping 



him and saying: “Greetings, ‘King of the Judeans.’” Pilate went outside once more. “See here, I am bringing him out to 
you to make it clear to you that in my judgment there is no case against him.” And Jesus came out, still wearing the 
purple robe and the crown of thorns. When the ranking priests and the police saw him, they screamed, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” (P) “Deal with him yourselves. You crucify him. I have told you already I don’t find him guilty of any crime.”  
(they) “We have our law, and our law says that he ought to die because he has made himself out to be God’s son.” 
When Pilate heard this, he became more afraid. He went back into his residence and asked Jesus where he was from. 
Jesus did not answer him. “You won’t speak to me? Don’t you understand? I have the power to free you, and I have the 
power to crucify you.” “You would have no power of any kind over me unless it were given to you from above. That is why 
the one who turned me in to you has committed the greater sin.” At that, Pilate began to look for a way to release him. 
But the Judeans screamed at him, “If you free this man, you are not the emperor’s friend! Every self-appointed king is in 
rebellion against the emperor.” Pilate heard all this, but still he brought Jesus out and sat him on the judge’s seat in the 
place called Stone Pavement (Gabbatha in Hebrew). It was now the day of preparation for Passover, about twelve noon. 
Pilate said to the Judeans, “Look, here is your king.” (they) “Get him out of here! Crucify him!” (P) “Am I supposed to 
crucify your king?” (they) “The emperor is our king—we have no other!” 
  And so, in the end, Pilate turned him over to them to be crucified. They took Jesus, who carried the cross for himself, 
out to the place called Skull (known in Hebrew as Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on 
each side, with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had a notice written and posted it on the cross that read: “Jesus the 
Nazarene, the King of the Judeans.” Many of the Judeans saw the notice, since Jews were crucified near the city, and it 
was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. The ranking priests tried to protest to Pilate, saying, “Don’t write ‘The King of 
the Judeans’ but instead ‘This man said “I am the King of the Judeans”’.” (P) “What I have written stays written.” 
  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his cloths and divided them into four shares, one share for each 
soldier. But his shirt was woven continuously without seam, so they decided not tear it, but to cast lots for it. While the 
soldiers were doing this, Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala stood by his 
cross. When Jesus saw his mother, and standing nearby the disciple he loved most, he said to his mother, “Woman, here 
is your child.” Then he said to the beloved disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that moment the disciple considered 
Mary a part of the family. Since Jesus knew that the course of events had come to an end so the scripture would come 
true, he then said, “I’m thirsty.” A bowl of sour wine was sitting there, so they filled a sponge with wine, put it on some 
hyssop, and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had taken some wine, he said, “It is over.”  
His head sank, and he breathed his last. +  
  Since it was the day of preparation, the Judeans asked Pilate to have the legs of the three broken and the bodies taken 
away. Otherwise their bodies would remain on the cross during the Sabbath day. (That Sabbath was a high holy day.) 
The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man, and then of the other who had been crucified with Jesus. But 
when they came to him, they could see that he was already dead, so they didn’t break his legs. Instead, one of the 
soldiers jabbed him in the side with his spear, and right away blood and water came pouring out. (The one who 
observed this has given this testimony and his testimony is true. He knows he is telling the truth, so you will believe too.) 
This happened so the scripture that says, “No bone of his shall be broken,” would come true, as well as the other 
scripture that says, “They shall look upon the one they have pierced.” After all this, Joseph of Arimathea—a disciple of 
Jesus, but only secretly because he was afraid of the Judeans—asked Pilate’s permission to take Jesus’ body down. Pilate 
agreed, so Joseph came and took his body down. Nicodemus—the one who had first gone to Jesus at night—came too, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about seventy-five pounds. They took Jesus’ body, and wound it up in 
strips of burial cloth along with the spices, as the Judeans customarily do to bury their dead. There was a garden in the 
place where he had been crucified, and a new tomb in the garden where no one had yet been laid to rest. Since this 
tomb was handy, and because it was the day of preparation, it was there that they laid Jesus. 
 
 
 
 



TRIDUUM III – THE VIGIL OF EASTER – 4/8/23 
 

Reading One: Genesis 1:1—2:2  
 
A reading from the beginning of the book of Genesis. 
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together God called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on 
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two 
great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle 
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let us make humanity in our image, according to our likeness; and let them cherish the fish of the sea, and the birds of 
the air, and the cattle, and all the wild animals of the earth, and every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  

So God created people in the Divine image, in the image of God they were created; male and female they were 
created. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and care for it; and protect 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 
them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that 
had been made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God was finished 
with the work, and God rested on the seventh day. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the works of creation. 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 104: ALL sing #462J (all), ♫ Send Us Your Spirit ♫ 
 
Prayer   
Let us pray… Loving and ever-living God, you created all things in wonderful beauty and order. How wonderful is your 
creation in which we are redeemed and celebrate our Passover, Jesus the Christ, who lives and loves forever and ever… 
Amen 
 
Reading Two (third) Exodus 14:15—15:1  
 



A reading from the book of Exodus. 
God said to Moses, “Why cry out to me? Tell the people to march on. Your part is to raise your staff, and stretch out 
your hand over the sea, to divide it, so that the people can walk through the sea on dry ground. The Egyptians will be so 
stubborn that they will decide to follow. And I will gain glory for myself at the expense of Pharaoh, and all his army, 
chariots, and horsemen. And then the Egyptians will know that I am God.”  

The angel of God, who was going before the Israelite army, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. God drove the sea back with a strong east wind all night, and turned 
the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The people went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians gave chase, and went into the sea after them, all of 
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and riders.  

At the morning watch, God looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud. The Egyptian army was thrown into 
confusion. Their chariot wheels were clogged, so that they drove with difficulty. Then the Egyptians said, “Let us flee 
from the Israelites, for God is fighting on their side.” And God said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that 
the waters may flow back.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea returned to its bed. 
The fleeing Egyptians ran straight into it and were overthrown in the middle of the sea. The waters returned and washed 
over Pharaoh’s army. Not one of them was left.  

But the Israelites had walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. Thus it was that Israel was saved that day. And when they saw what God had done for them, the 
people revered God. They believed in God, and in Moses, their leader. Then Miriam, with Moses and all the people of 
Israel, sang this song in God’s honor: “Let us sing to our God who is covered in endless glory.” 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 136: ALL sing #131G (vv 5-7), ♫ Love is Never-ending ♫ 
 
Prayer   
Let us pray… Loving and ever-living God, even today we see the wonders of the miracles you wrought long ago. You save 
nations from slavery, and you offer salvation in holy waters of baptism. May all people who are descendants of Abraham 
and Sarah prove themselves worthy of the heritage of Israel. We pray in Jesus’ holy name… Amen 
 
Reading Three (fifth) Isaiah 55:1-11  
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
Let everyone who thirsts come to the water; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and waste your labor on 
that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, to fulfill 
the favors I promised David. I made him a witness to the people, a leader and teacher for the people. You too shall call 
nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you because of God, the Holy One of Israel, 
who has glorified you. 

So seek God while you still can find your way, call upon God, who is still near. Let wrongdoers forsake their ways, 
and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them return to God, who has mercy on them, to God, who abundantly pardons. 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways,” says our God. “For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  
 
Psalmody: Isaiah 12: ALL sing #558J (all), ♫ Seek the Lord ♫ 
 
Prayer   
Let us pray… Loving and ever-living God, hope of our world, through the preaching of the prophets you proclaimed the 
mysteries we are celebrating this night. May we be faithful, for with your inspiration we will grow in goodness and 
mercy. We pray in Jesus’ holy name... Amen 
 
Reading Four (Epistle) Romans 6:3-11  



 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Sisters and brothers, you cannot have forgotten that all of us, when we were baptized into Christ Jesus, were baptized 
into his death. By our baptism into his death, we were buried with him, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
God’s glorious power, we too should begin living a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, 
will never die again; death has no power over him. The death he died, he died once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 
to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Psalmody/ Gospel Acclamation: Psalm 118: Response: (Celtic Alleluia) ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 (Jesus Seminar, alt)   
 
Sisters and brothers, God is with you. And also with you. 
A reading from the holy gospel + according to Matthew. Glory to you, O God. 

After the Sabbath day, at first light on the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary came to 
inspect the tomb. And just then there came a strong earthquake. A messenger of God had come down from the sky, 
arrived at the tomb, rolled away the stone, and was sitting on it. The messenger gave off a dazzling light and wore 
clothes as white as snow. Now those who kept watch were paralyzed with fear and looked like corpses themselves. And 
the messenger said to the women, “Don’t be frightened! I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here! You see, he was raised just as he said. Come, look at the spot where he was lying. Then run, tell his disciples he has 
been raised from the dead. Don’t forget, he is going ahead of you to Galilee, where you will see him. Now I have told you 
so.” And they hurried away from the tomb, full of apprehension and an overpowering joy, and ran to tell the others. And 
then Jesus met them, saying, “Shalom!” They came to him, taking hold of his feet, and paid him homage. He said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell the others so they can leave for Galilee, where they too will see me.” 
 
Homily (Elsie Hainz McGrath)  
 
On this holiest of our High Holy Days we listened to snippets of what we call our Salvation History. And it is all very down 
to earth stuff. … We heard: Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
cherish the fish of the sea, and the birds of the air, and the cattle, and all the wild animals of the earth, and every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” [Genesis 1] … We heard: …raise your staff, and stretch out your hand over 
the sea, to divide it, so that the people can walk through the sea on dry ground. [Exodus 14] … We heard: You too shall 
call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you… [Isaiah 55] 

On Thursday night we heard the story of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, and then we heard him say: I’ve set 
you an example. You are to do as I have done to you. [John 13] Then we washed each other’s hands – (a recent 
concession to our aging!) – being reminded that the respect we pay to others begins at ground level, namely, down on 
the ground, harvesting, cleaning, invisible, among the unseen, unsung, unsavory. [Garnaas-Holmes]  

Just now we heard that Mary Magdalene and an other Mary came to him, taking hold of his feet, and paid him 
homage. Picture it. Feel it. Feet not only dusty, maybe grimy, but also perhaps bloody – come back to life and still 
suffering the wounds of the nails. Remembering that only two nights ago he had stooped to the ground to embrace their 
feet – paying homage to them through lovingly washing their dusty feet with the life-giving waters of this earth. And 
then: He said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell the others so they can leave for Galilee, where they too will see me.” 
[Matthew 28]  

If we do not honor the feet that trod the holy ground of our being, we are out of our element, exalting what we 
cannot touch. We baptize our newest members on Easter for good reason, but we usually make the mistake of 
beginning at the head. Real immersion into life begins with stepping from the holy ground into the earth’s life-giving 
waters.   



THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – 4/15/23 
 

(note) Now, as we prepare ourselves to listen to today’s readings, please note that, in order to make them a 
chronological set of readings, I’ve taken the liberty of rearranging their order – Psalm first, followed by gospel, then 
reading two, and lastly reading one. I may continue to do that throughout the Season of Easter, which pulls our first 
readings from the post-Jesus Acts of the Apostles rather than from the Hebrew Old Testament. 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24 (Nan C. Merrill, alt) 
 
♫ Give thanks to our God, who is so good; 
whose love is everlasting. ♫ 
Let every nation proclaim, “Your steadfast Love endures forever.”  
Let all the people cry, “Your steadfast Love endures forever.”  
Let those who reverence you sing, “Your steadfast Love endures forever.” 
♫ Give thanks to our God, who is so good;  
whose love is everlasting. ♫ 
You turned your face from our weaknesses, and opened the door leading to new life.  
You opened to us the gates of truth and justice that we might enter through them.  
Praises to you, O Merciful One! 
♫ Give thanks to our God, who is so good;  
whose love is everlasting. ♫ 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone of our lives.  
This, O Eternal Listener, is your work, and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
This is the day which you have made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
♫ Give thanks to our God, who is so good;  
whose love is everlasting. ♫ 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Gospel: John 20:19-31 (Jesus Seminar, alt) 
 
That Sabbath evening the disciples had locked the doors out of deep fear and dread, but Jesus came and stood in front 
of them, greeting them: “Peace.” Then he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were delighted to see their 
rabbi. And Jesus greeted them again. “Peace. Just as my Abba sent me, so now I’m sending you.” At this he breathed 
over them, saying, “Here’s some Holy Spirit, breathe in deeply. If you forgive anyone their sins, they are forgiven; if you 
do not release them from their sins, they are not released.” 

Now Thomas, the one known as “the Twin,” hadn’t been with them when Jesus put in his appearance. The 
others had tried to tell him, but he had responded, “Unless I see the holes the nails made, and put my finger in them and 
my hand in his side, I’ll never believe.” And so, a week later, when the disciples were again indoors and Thomas was with 
them, Jesus came and stood in front of them, saying, “Peace.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look 
at my hands. Take your hand and put it in my side. Don’t be disbelieving. Believe!”  

Thomas responded, “My Lord! My God!” “Do you believe because you have seen me?” asks Jesus. “Those who 
can believe without having to see are the ones to be commended.” 

Although Jesus performed many more miracles for his disciples to see than could be written down in this book, 
these are written down so you will come to believe that Jesus is the Anointed of God—and by believing this you will 
have life in his name. 

The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ. 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Reading Two: 1 Peter 1:3-9 



 
Blessed be the God of our Lord Jesus the Christ! By God’s great mercy, we have been born anew to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead; and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading—guarded 
through faith for a salvation that will be revealed in the last days. So we rejoice, even though for a little while we may 
suffer various trials, because our genuine faith is more precious than gold which is tested in fire. Without seeing him, we 
love him. Without seeing him, we believe in him. And we will rejoice, with praise and glory and honor, at the revelation 
of the Christ, for our faith will save us. 
 
Reading One: Acts 2:42-47 
 
The community of believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and communal sharing, and to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. Awe and reverence came upon all of them, and many signs and wonders were done through 
them. All who believed were together and held all things in common. They sold their possessions and goods and 
distributed them to all, as any had need. Day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 
they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and finding favor with all the people. And God added 
to their numbers day by day. 
 
Homily (Elsie Hainz McGrath) 
 
Greg Warnesz, in explaining the gospel story from the theological stance of its writer, says that John the Evangelist 
presents the doubting Thomas as the foil for every sinner, and the sin is both abandoning the community (he was absent 
at Jesus’ first appearance) and failing to accept the community’s witness. A sin against one’s people.  

But Steve Garnaas-Holmes approaches the story not from a community bent but strictly as a one-on-one 
relational sin, having Thomas say: I killed him, you see. At the crucial moment I failed him. I ran away. When they 
shouted for his death, did I defend him? In my silence, in my vanishing into decency and decorum, it was I who hammered 
those nails into his hands. It was I who died that day. … So when you say he’s alive, don’t just give me a happy ending. … 
It’s not that I doubt he’s alive. I just want to make sure he’s the one who was dead. A nice recovery would please me, but 
not save me. The one you say is risen, did he rise from a real grave, or just an imagined one? Did he overcome my sin, or 
just your disappointment? I want to see the holes of the nails I put there. I want to know that the one’s who’s living is the 
one I killed, that my evil has been undone, that my guilt has been forgiven. If I touch his wounds, maybe he’ll touch mine. 
And in that touch, heal. …  

Richard Rohr applies the story to our personal, individual growth, calling resurrection just another word for 
change, but particularly positive change – which we tend to see only in the long run. In the short run, it often just looks 
like death.  

While Barbara Brown Taylor tackles the very idea of God, or whatever name or names we give to an 
Omnipotent force, saying, … when people tell me they don’t believe in a higher power, it occurs to me that weather is a 
higher power. And that there are many things around us beyond our control that are greater than we are. (Even) a 
hospital room will bring you into the presence of something greater than you are. For myself, and I daresay also for Bob 
and for Pat, Monday night at the bedside of Sue attests to that! 

Lots of food for thought, hmm? Here’s more. … Doubt is not a sin. Everybody doubts lots of things. Doubting is a 
part of learning, of growing. As our scriptures tell us, even Jesus had his moments of doubt. The “doubting Thomas” 
story is truly a universal one, for everyone of any faith and of no faith. It is so straightforward that we tend to miss its 
complexity of meanings. I think the greatest nugget here is faith, and the simple truth we always forget: that faith 
cannot be taught, but only lived. To believe in a God, in a never-ending story, in never-ending life, we have to believe 
our own real-life experiences, our real-life interpretation of those experiences, our real-life responses to those 
experiences. Let us give thanks for the reality of faith in our lives!  
 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – 4/22/23 
 

(note) As we prepare ourselves to listen to today’s readings, please note that, I have again rearranged their order – 
Psalm first, followed by reading two, then the gospel, and lastly reading one.  
 
Psalmody: Psalm 16:1-2,5,7-11 (Nan C. Merrill, alt) 
 
♫ Lord, you will show us the path of life. ♫ 
Remain ever before us, O Loving Presence,  
for in you we are safe.  
You are the Beloved.  
In you and through you we can do all things. 
♫ Lord, you will show us the path of life. ♫ 
Bless the Teacher who guides our way.  
Throughout the night also does our heart instruct us.  
We walk with the Spirit of Truth  
and celebrate the Light. 
♫ Lord, you will show us the path of life. ♫ 
Thus are our hearts glad; our souls rejoice.  
We do not fear, nor fall into despair,  
for in Love’s Presence we know fullness of joy. 
♫ Lord, you will show us the path of life. ♫ 
 
Reading Two: 1 Peter 1:17-21 
 
Call upon God as your confidante, for God judges each person impartially according to their deeds; and live reverently 
throughout your time of exile on this earth. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways you inherited from 
your ancestors—ransomed by the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb led to slaughter without blemish or spot. He was 
destined before the foundation of the world, and was made manifest in these times for our sake. Through him you can 
have confidence in God, because he was raised from the dead and glorified. So should your hope and your faith be also 
in God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 (Jesus Seminar, alt) 
 
Now on that same day, the first day of the week, two disciples were traveling to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. They were engaged in conversation about all that had taken place. And it so happened, during the 
course of their discussion, that Jesus himself approached and began to walk along with them. But they couldn’t 
recognize him.  
 
He asked them, “What were you discussing as you walked along?” They paused, looking distressed. One of them, 
Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who doesn’t know what’s happened there these last 
few days?” and he queried them, “What are you talking about?”  
 
“About Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet powerful in word and deed in the eyes of God and all the people, and 
about how he was turned in, was sentenced to death, and was crucified. We were hoping that he would be the one who 
was going to ransom Israel. And as if this weren’t enough, it’s been three days now since all this happened, and some 
women from our group gave us quite a shock. They were at the tomb early this morning and didn’t find his body. They 
came back claiming even to have seen a vision of heavenly messengers who said he was alive. Some of those with us 
went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had described. But nobody saw him.”  



 
And Jesus said to them, “You people are so reluctant to trust everything the prophets have said! Wasn’t the Anointed 
One destined to undergo these things and enter into his glory?” Then, starting with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted for them every passage of scripture that referred to himself.  
 
They had gotten close to the village of Emmaus, and he acted as if he were going on. But they entreated him, “Stay with 
us. It’s almost evening; the day is practically over.” So he went in with them.  
 
And as soon as he took his place at the table with them, he took a loaf and said a blessing, broke the bread, and started 
passing it out to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  
 
They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road and explaining the 
scriptures to us?” And they got up at once and returned to Jerusalem. And when they found the others gathered 
together, the disciples exclaimed to them, “The Lord really has been raised, and has appeared to Simon!”  
Then they described what had happened on the road, and how they came to recognize him in the breaking of the bread. 
 
The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ. 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Reading One: Acts 2:14,22-28 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, Peter lifted up his voice and addressed the assembled people: “People of Israel, 
hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs which God 
did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, was delivered up, crucified, and killed by human 
hands. But God raised him, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for Jesus to be held by it. For 
David said: ‘I saw the Most High always before me, for God is beside me that I may not be shaken. Therefore, my heart 
was glad and my tongue rejoiced. Moreover, my flesh will dwell in hope, for you will not abandon your holy one to the 
nether world, nor let my soul be corrupted. You have made known to me the ways of life, and you will make me full of 
gladness with your presence.’” 
 
Homily (shared) 
 
[open] About the Emmaus story, Steve Garnaas-Holmes says: Our deepest grief is the burning of our hearts, not a 
hankering back but a reaching forward, the labor pain of a birth unbirthed, a newness we haven’t embraced yet, a 
resurrection we haven’t yet made real. How have you responded, or do you now respond, to the Emmaus story? 
 
[close] Today’s gospel is a post-Resurrection story which is unique to Luke. Some scholars say it may have been expressly 
written for Luke’s community, which was not only post-Resurrection but also post-Temple. The community was 
struggling to remain together. The couple who was headed to Emmaus may have been deserting the community. The 
Jesus they recognized in the breaking of the bread may have been crucified a good two generations earlier. This may be 
an authentic conversion story, much like many of our own stories would be. Like I said last week, faith cannot be taught; 
it can only be experienced. Like Steve says today: As our holiness blossoms within us we allow ourselves to be led by the 
burning of our hearts, shedding what is expecting of us – molting – and becoming, always newly becoming who we were 
created to be, REAL-izing resurrection. 
 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – 4/29/23 
 

(note) As we prepare ourselves to listen to today’s readings, please note that, I have again rearranged their order – 
Psalm first, which we will all sing together, followed by reading two, then the gospel, and lastly reading one.  
 
Psalmody: Psalm 23:1-6: #643 G (all) The Lord is My Shepherd 
 
Reading Two: 1 Peter 2:20-25 
 
What credit is it to you, if when you do wrong you are punished for it and you take it patiently? But if when you do right 
and suffer for it and take it patiently, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow. He committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips. 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return. When he suffered, he did not threaten. But he trusted in the Just One. 
He bore your sins in his body on that tree so that you might die to sin and live in righteousness. By his wounds you were 
healed. For you were straying like sheep without a shepherd, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian 
of your souls. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Gospel: John 10:1-10 (Jesus Seminar, alt) 
 
“I swear to you, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen through the gate, but climbs in some other way, is nothing 
but a thief and a marauder. But the one who comes through the gate is the shepherd. The gatekeeper lets him in. The 
sheep recognize his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has called out the last of his 
own sheep, he walks in front of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They would never follow a 
stranger, but would run away, since they don’t know the voice of strangers.” 
 
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they didn’t understand what he was talking about. So he went on to say, 
“As God is my witness, I am that sheepgate. All who came before me were nothing but thieves and marauders. But the 
sheep paid no attention to them. I am the gate. Whoever comes in through me will be safe, and will go in and out and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and slaughter and lay waste. I came so that they can have life, and have it to 
the full.” 
 
The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ. 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Reading One: Acts 2:36-41 
 
Peter lifted up his voice and addressed the people, “Let all the House of Israel know that God made has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
When they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Friends, what shall we 
do?”  
 
Peter said, “Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins.  
Then you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children and even to all that are 
far off, everyone whom our God calls.” And he testified with many other words, and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from those who have gone astray.”  
 
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand. 
 



Homily (Elsie Hainz McGrath) 
 
Good Shepherd Sunday is celebrated in the church as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations – which translates as 
“celibate men are needed for the priesthood.” And today’s first reading, which we just heard as our last reading, 
presents a framework for that skewed 2,000-year-old concept. Peter, playing his designated role as the first pope, is 
blaming the Jews for the death of Jesus, and preaching repentance and baptism and the imposition of the Holy Spirit as 
something that is done by the specially anointed and appointed male priest – done to those who are not Catholic, and to 
you and to me in some specially mysterious way because we are not able to otherwise “be” forgiven and “get” the Holy 
Spirit. The analogy becomes that we are mindless flocks of aimless sheep, and that these specially anointed and 
appointed male priests are called to be our “shepherds.” 
 
A little side story, for what it’s worth. When I visited Ireland, I only saw one shepherd in three weeks time: a dog, who 
was shepherding a herd of cows. The sheep, which were rife, seemed to be roaming around at will, in groups of 3 or 6 or 
10, as if they were just out walking with their friends and enjoying each other’s company. I presumed them to be of 
different flocks, as indicated by the fluorescent paint splotches on their flanks – red or yellow or blue or green – but they 
freely mixed with one another, seemingly on an equal and independent basis. 
 
Some of you have been with us long enough to remember when Joe Kuciejczyk shared with us his Prayer for Vocations – 
originally written in 1990, which we revised and sent to every bishop in the U.S. for Vocations Sunday in 2016. (No, not 
even one response was received.) His prayer, which primary purpose was a plea to ordain women as well as men, made 
four main and very important points:  
 
That we are all made in God’s likeness. 
That we are all called to be God’s disciples. 
That we all are imbued God’s Spirit. 
That we should all be reconciled in the universal priesthood of believers. 
 
On Thursday we celebrated the life of our sister Sue, and I noted one way Sue shepherded us: [quote] …the Therese 
community would celebrate First Fridays by congregating at a member’s home for a potluck supper and an evening of 
togetherness – the host choosing each evening’s “means” of togetherness. Whenever we met at Bob and Sue’s, Sue 
would make advance arrangements with one or another of us to “share our story” with the group after dinner, complete 
with a question-and-answer session following the revelations of that night’s “sharer.” While watching a movie or playing 
a game was fun togetherness, our sharing of stories was tender and tough and true community-building. 
 
It behooves us (isn’t that a great word!) to sometimes follow, and to sometimes lead, and to sometimes simply mingle in 
the warmth of each other’s compassionate company – a whole host of sheep and shepherds, freely accepting of who we 
are, whose we are, how we are becoming, in ways both uniquely and universally ours, the “we” we are meant to be. 
 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – 5/6/23 
 

(note) As we prepare ourselves to listen to today’s readings, we will sing the Psalm first, then follow the order as 
presented: readings 1 and 2 and the gospel.  
 
Psalmody: Psalm 33:1-2,4-5,18-19 (Nan C. Merrill, alt) 
♫ God, let your mercy be upon us as we place our trust in you. ♫ 
Rejoice in the Beloved, O holy ones!  
Praise is a grace of the loving.  
Praise the Beloved with strings and reeds, with dance and leaps.  
Sing a new song, and shout with joyful hearts! 
♫ God, let your mercy be upon us as we place our trust in you. ♫ 
For the work of the Creator is truth,  
and all creation reflects the faithfulness of the Beloved.  
Justice and mercy we render to the Holy One,  
and to the universe filled with Divine Love. 
♫ God, let your mercy be upon us as we place our trust in you. ♫ 
Do we not know  
that to dwell in the heart of the Beloved is the promise to every nation,  
the birthright of all people, the journey to life eternal?  
Our souls yearn for the Beloved;  
for peace, joy, and assurance. 
♫ God, let your mercy be upon us as we place our trust in you. ♫ 
 
Reading One: Acts 6:1-7 
In those days, when the believers were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against the Hebrews because 
their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. The twelve summoned the community of believers and said, “It is 
not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, sisters and brothers, pick out 
from among you seven persons of good repute, full of the Spirit of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. And we 
will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”  

What they said pleased the community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, and Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte from Antioch. These they set before the 
apostles, who prayed and laid hands on them. And the word of God increased. The number of believers multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and many of the priests became followers of Jesus. 
 
Reading Two: 1 Peter 2:4-9 
Come to Christ Jesus, that living stone rejected by many, but in God’s sight chosen and precious. Like living stones, allow 
yourselves to be built into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood; and to offer worthy gifts to God through Christ Jesus. 
Recall the words of scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and precious, and those who believe in 
him will not be put to shame.” To those who do not believe, it was told: “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone, a stone that many will stumble over.” They stumble because they do not believe. But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people. May you declare the marvelous deeds of the One who 
called you out of darkness and into the light. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Gospel: John 14:1-12 (Jesus Seminar, alt) 
Jesus was talking to his followers at the Passover table: “Don’t give in to your distress. You believe in God, then believe 
in me too. There are plenty of places to stay in God’s house. If it weren’t true, I would not have told you so. I’m on my 
way to make a place ready for you. And if I go to make a place ready for you, I’ll return and embrace you, so where I am 
you can be too. You know where I’m going, and you know the way.” 

Thomas says to him, “Rabbi, we don’t know where you’re going. How can we possibly know the way?” 



“I am the way, and I am truth, and I am life,” replies Jesus. “Everyone can get to God through me. If you 
recognize me, you will recognize God. From this moment on, you know God. You have seen God.” 

“Let us see God,” Philip says to him, “and we will be satisfied.” 
Jesus responds, “I’ve been around you all this time, and you still don’t know me, do you, Philip? Anyone who has 

seen me has seen God. So how can you say, ‘Let us see God’? Don’t you believe that I am in God and God is in me? I 
don’t say what I say on my own. God is with me constantly, and I do God’s work. You ought to believe that I am in God 
and God is in me. If not, at least you ought to believe my works in and of themselves. I swear to you, anyone who 
believes in me will do the works I do, and will be able to perform even greater feats, because I am on my way to God. 
Plus, I’ll do whatever you request in my name so that God can continue to be honored through me.” 

The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ. 
♫ God’s Word in our minds, on our lips, in our hearts. We are an Easter people. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫ 
 
Homily (Elsie Hainz McGrath) 
Taken at face value, today’s first reading is irritating! I mean, doesn’t it have you questioning every little bit of gibberish 
you’ve ever heard proclaimed from the mouths of uppity priests? (it’s not right that we should serve tables) Doesn’t it 
call into question the whole theology of priesthood that we have been indoctrinated into all our lives? (we’ll just pray – 
and preach) 

Some clarification. The Hellenists and the Hebrews in the first reading were all Jews. But the Hellenists were 
Greek-speaking, many of them descendants of the diaspora – those Jews who had been exiled to Babylon and who had 
learned the Greek ways before being freed to return to their homeland. There was a cultural disconnect between 
Hellenists and their wholly Hebraic sisters and brothers. That is brought to light in this story that has them grumbling 
about a perceived prejudice against their widows as opposed to the Hebrew widows who they thought were being 
better taken care of.  

To get a fuller grasp of this story, recall that everybody had pooled their resources and all were living in 
common. Beautiful concept, but never ideal situation, and so dissentions were being brought into the light of day. this 
was a learning experience that became also a teaching experience: briefly, the teaching that even here – maybe even 
especially here – there are sheep and shepherds, and the job descriptions are fluid. Nobody is better than any other. 
Everybody shares the load along with the bounty. So the leaders of this new movement relinquished some of their 
perceived responsibilities, invited a vote of the people to name more leaders, these new leaders being Hellenists (as is 
indicated by their Greek names), and in the growing sharing of their lives and works they continued to attract more 
members. So that a few years down the road, in today’s second reading, Peter is openly inviting and initiating apostles 
with a theology of absolute inclusiveness. His audience is primarily Gentile, and he is telling them that they are a chosen 
race, a royal nation, a holy priesthood. Christianity is inclusive of everybody. Nobody is an outsider. Nobody is less-than. 

So Jesus, in the gospel story, emphasizes that “all are welcome” inclusivity – and its challenges – when he says to 
Philip: You ought to believe that I am in God and God is in me. If not, at least you ought to believe my works in and of 
themselves. I swear to you, anyone who believes in me will do the works I do, and will be able to perform even greater 
feats, because I am on my way to God. Plus, I’ll do whatever you request in my name so that God can continue to be 
honored through me.  

Jesus isn’t claiming “only-child” rights or “only-Christianity” salvation in his wide-ranging statement of faith. If 
he-and-God are one, so is me-and-God one, so is you-and-God one, so is everybody who believes in peace-and-love-and-
a-piece-of-the-whole-and-God one. Which means the widows can serve as well as being served. And Black lives matter. 
And partisanship has no place in anybody’s government. And exclusivity is verboten in all places of worship. And nobody 
is illegal. And nobody is illegitimate. 

One of my favorite songs, which I hear often on Sirius radio and even more often in my dreams, says it simply 
like this: If you hear the song I sing you will understand. You hold the key to love and fear all in your trembling hand. Just 
one key unlocks them both, it’s there at your command. Come on, people, now, smile on each other. Everybody get 
together. Try to love one another right now. (Chet Powers) 
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