Holy Week & Easter, 2009

After the conclusion of our celebration on the 7th Sunday, the last Sunday before Lent began, we retired to the Memorial Garden to burn last year’s palms for the Ash Wednesday ritual. Our glorious Holy Week celebrations began, actually, as we gathered for Ash Wednesday to begin our Lenten journey once again. We gathered once again in the Garden to begin our final journey to Jerusalem, the triumphant march with new palms waving and Hosannas filling the air, as Palm Sunday marked the official beginning of Holy Week – quickly changing from shouts of Hosanna to shouts of Crucify Him.

On Holy Thursday of the Triduum, we gathered in Fellowship Hall and shared a wonderful pot luck supper before moving into the Liturgy of the Word. Our soon-to-be deacon, Marybeth McBryan, was the facilitator for this Word service, at which she preached and initiated the Washing of the Feet that marks what our larger Church calls the Institution of the Eucharist. The Liturgy of the Eucharist followed, and then the community processed from the Hall to the Therese altar, in the Hope Chapel foyer, with the ciborium containing the leftover Bread of Life and the reverent singing of Tantum Ergo.

Good Friday of the Triduum began and ended in silence, as we remembered the death of Jesus through prayers and stories, the reverencing of the cross on which he hanged, and the sharing of day-old Bread. Members of the community presented a shared homily for all to reflect on.

Holy Saturday of the Triduum found us gathered, once again, in the Garden, where we blessed the New Fire and lit the new Paschal Candle. Then we followed the new Light of Christ into the chapel and filled it with points of light from our individually held tapers for the Exsultet and the stories of our Salvation History. The chapel burst into light with the singing of our brand new Gloria for the very first time*, and our celebration continued, including the Blessing of the New Water. It was Easter once again, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*(Our music director, Rodger Kalbfleisch, had spent his Lent composing new music, MASS for Therese of Divine Peace, which was introduced a piece at a time throughout the Season of Easter.)

A New Pentecost & A New Deacon

Summer Solstice has come once again, and in St. Louis we are sweltering early. The heat serves to remind us of the fire of the Holy Spirit, so palpably present this Pentecost when, once again, something new was done: Within our Therese community, in our Hope Chapel space during our regular Sunday gathering time, we ordained a deacon from among us, Marybeth McBryan. Our brand new bishop, Joan Houk, came from Pittsburgh to confer the Holy Orders upon Marybeth, who was presented for ordination by her sons, Bryan and Casey, and vested by Therese member, Joseph Kuciejczyk. Therese’s musical director, Rodger Kalbfleisch, wrote a new song for the occasion, and Therese members served as lectors and eucharistic ministers. In solidarity with our Jewish sisters and brothers, and in continuity with the ordination in the synagogue that made news around the world, the cantor for the Litany of the Saints was CRC cantor Leslie Caplan. During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, other ordained women joined Bishop Joan and Deacon Marybeth at the altar: co-pastors Ree and Elsie, RCWP priests Mary Ellen Robertson of Muskegon and Barbara Zeman of Chicago, and deacons Alta Jacko (RCWP) of Chicago and Kay Schmitt (ECC) of St. Louis.  

The Comings & Goings of the Clergy

Recent events include:

Ree flying to California for the Episcopal ordinations of four RCWP women: Andrea Johnson of the Eastern Region, Bridget Mary Meehan of the Southern Region, Regina Nicolosi of the Midwest Region, and Joan Houk of the Great Waters Region. As Administrator of the Great Waters Region, Ree presented Joan for ordination.

Both Ree and Elsie driving to Minnesota at the end of April to be present for the ordination of Deacon Marty Meyer-Gad. As Program Coordinator of the Great Waters Region, Elsie has been working with Marty in her preparation for ordination since last July.

Marybeth heading to the country for a three-day solitary pre-ordination retreat in late May.

Elsie traveling to Kelley’s Island (Ohio) via train, car, and ferry, in mid-June, to co-direct an experimental and experiential “Unit Retreat” for women who are beginning or discerning beginning the program that leads to ordination in RCWP. The sharing centered on Baptism, the first working “unit” in the formation program. There were ten women sharing living quarters, cooking duty, and stories over the course of five days.

Ree flying to Colorado, also in mid-June, for a short visit and vacation with her daughter and new son-in-law.

Upcoming events include:

July 13—16 (Monday through Thursday) Ree, Elsie and Marybeth are attending the First Annual Roman Catholic Womenpriests (RCWP) retreat in Chicago. We will be driving there.

July 16—19 (Friday through Sunday) Ree and Elsie are attending the Federation of Christian Ministries (FCM) conference in Columbus. We will be driving there. This is a Ministerial Association to which we belong in order to give us “legitimacy” in our “excommunicated” ministry. We will be flying home in time for Sunday liturgy.

July 20—22 (Monday through Wednesday) Ree and Elsie are attending the International Conference of Community Churches (ICCC) conference here in St. Louis, at the downtown Hilton. We are skipping the opening of the conference, on Sunday, because we will be returning from Columbus and taking part in our Sunday liturgy at Therese. This is a Ministerial Association to which we also belong in order to give us “legitimacy” in our “excommunicated” ministry.

July 27—30 (Monday through Thursday) Ree and Elsie are attending the International Association of Women Ministers (IAWM) conference in Pittsburgh. We will be flying there and back. This is a Ministerial Association to which we also belong in order to give us “legitimacy” in our “excommunicated” ministry.

A “Team” of Homilists

Now that there are three ordained women at Therese, the “preaching” rotation has changed. Beginning in July, Ree, Elsie and Marybeth will each be homilist once a month. Members of the Therese community will take turns filling that position for the remaining Sunday (or Sundays). Volunteers for this ministry of preaching will be expected to meet with the priests in advance of their assigned Sunday.

Looking Ahead

Marybeth will be ordained a priest on Saturday, October 10, in Chicago. Deacon Alta Jacko, who was here for Marybeth’s diaconate ordination, will be ordained a priest at the same time. More details will be forthcoming, but we encourage you to put that date on your calendar now, and to seriously consider joining us in Chicago for this wonderful event.

