Epiphany 2009

+

The First Year

a month-by-month digest of the Therese of Divine Peace Inclusive Community and its Pastors

December 2007

+
We celebrated our first (weekly) Mass on the (Saturday vigil) First Sunday of Advent with an overflow crowd of 100+ supporters and curiosity-seekers. We haven’t seen that many since! 

January 2008

+
We supported Louise Lears in prayer at St. Cronan’s when she was called to appear at the Catholic Center. 

+
We also met – and meet – (monthly) with local members of the Federation of Christian Ministers, (weekly) with a local lectionary/preaching group, (monthly) with a local clergy support group; and have several (monthly and weekly) RCWP teleconferences.

February 2008

+
We celebrated our first “extra” liturgy for Ash Wednesday.

+
We moved our weekly liturgy from Saturday evening to Sunday evening, and our first (monthly) Therese Community meeting was convened before Mass on the first Sunday of the month.

+
Our third letter from Archbishop Burke was delivered via the process server who had become a familiar face. We were officially excommunicated.

+
Elsie was invited to do her first anointing, in a hospital, and the woman died two weeks later.

+
We supported Marek Bozak in prayer at the Catholic Center when he was called to meet with the archbishop.

+
We supported Gerry Kleba in prayer at St. Cronan’s when he was called to meet with the archbishop, and then were invited by him to stay away from St. Cronan’s.

+
We attended a daytime conference and an evening lecture with theologian Peter Phan.

March 2008

+
We were formally and officially certified by the Federation of Christian Ministries (making our sacraments “legal”).

+
We elected a Board, and began meetings and work on attaining 501(c)3 status for Therese.

+
We celebrated our first Holy Week services, including the entire Triduum plus Easter Sunday.

+
We attended our first (monthly) Holy Ground meeting.

+
We attended a daytime conference with theologian Michael Morwood.

April 2008

+
Dana Reynolds was ordained as the first RCWP bishop in the US. 

+
Pope Benedict came to Washington, DC, and we went to “welcome” him with a press conference, an inclusive liturgy and a big purple panel truck.

+
The trip to DC necessitated our being gone for Sunday’s liturgy, so we invited two ordained women to fill in for us, Jessica Rowley, ECC priest, and Judy Conoyer, ELC minister.

+
Elsie officiated at her first funeral, the service held in the mortuary.

+
We celebrated our first wedding anniversary blessing ceremony during our regular Sunday liturgy (40 years for Ron & Laura Sonby).

+
We met with a family to plan our first baptism (which they later backed out of).

+
Two RCWP applicants came to St. Louis in one weekend, one on Saturday and one on Sunday, and the one who came on Sunday promised to make us a baptismal font for the anticipated baptism (which she did).

+
We had our first (monthly) Therese liturgy meeting.

+
We were honored to attend the by-invitation-only Women’s Seder Supper at CRC as guests of Rabbi Susan.

May 2008

+
We, along with TC Parsons, spoke about Therese at the first ever Lay Synod in St. Louis.

+
We traveled to Kansas City (MO), where we were invited to celebrate Mass, address a forum, and take part in the ordination of a Unitarian woman. We were also presented with a portable “traveling altar” which was crafted especially for us for the Mass.

+
We were once again away on Sunday, for the KC trip, and invited a friend of Bishop Dana to cover for us, Louis Kavar, a UCC minister. 

+
The other five priests of our RCWP region came to St. Louis for a weekend of prayer, work, play, and sharing. All of them vested and celebrated with us at the Therese liturgy on Sunday.

+
A “universal excommunication” of all women priests and those who ordain them – past, present and future – was issued out of the Vatican.

June 2008

+
We celebrated our first Anointing of the Sick within the liturgy for Ree.

+
Ree underwent serious surgery, had repercussions and returned for more surgery, and was out of commission for the month.

+
Archbishop Burke sent his final communication, through the regular mail this time, demanding that we cease advertising Therese as a Roman Catholic parish and ourselves as priests. We added it to our collection. (We later learned that RB had attempted to take us to court over our “false advertising,” but the suit was thrown out before it began!)

+
We were listed as a non-profit corporation in the State of Missouri and were registered with the Internal Revenue Service. We opened a small business checking account.

+
We met Lou Kavar, who offered to make a presentation on church-building at our Therese community meeting.

July 2008

+
We traveled to Boston for the first ever joint conference of RCWP, FCM, CORPUS and WOC, which was followed by an RCWP ordination of three priests and one deacon.

+
The first RCWP book, Women Find a Way, was introduced at the Boston conference. Both of us have our stories in it, and Elsie was an editor.

+
Ree presided at her first wedding, celebrated in a DeSoto park.

+
We decided to no longer attend the lectionary/preaching sessions because of escalating tensions surrounding St. Cronan’s.

August 2008

+
We traveled to Lexington, KY for an RCWP ordination of one priest. It became international news as Fr. Roy Bourgeois celebrated with us and gave the homily.

+
Ree presided at her second wedding, celebrated in a private home.

+
Archbishop Burke left St. Louis for his new post in Rome.

+
We had our first lector training session at Therese.

+
We celebrated our first anniversary of ordination (as deacons).

+
We celebrated the Rite of Admission to Candidacy for the Sacrament of Holy Orders for Marybeth McBryan during our Therese liturgy.

September 2008

+
After two intense meetings, we reached consensus as a community that we did not wish to pursue the church-building plan that was proposed to us by Lou Kavar. 

October 2008

+
We were granted 501(c)3 status. This is retroactive back to December 1, 2007, when the community began.

+
We traveled to Quincy, IL, where we took part in a Unitarian service and presented the talk (our stories).

+
Therese hosted its first pot luck supper (and its first prayer service in lieu of Mass, which was led by Candidate Marybeth) while the traveling clergy was lost in western Missouri.

+
Ree went to Rome as a member of the 10-woman “shadow synod” that disturbed the peace of the bishops convened in Synod at the Vatican.

+
Elsie attended a weekend retreat with theologian Edwina Gateley.

November 2008

+
We received our Missouri tax exemption letter.

+
We traveled to Chicago for RCWP ordinations of one priest and three deacons, where we also met face-to-face for the first time with two of our RCWP applicants.

+
We celebrated our first anniversary as priests, and Rodger Kalbfleisch wrote a special song for the liturgy.

+
We met with a family who wants us to baptism their newest member.

+
Ree officiated at the first wedding to take place in the Therese community, for Danny & Julia Thiel.

+
We attended our first (annual) Holy Ground concert, at which Rodger wowed us with a bit of Beethoven.

December 2008

+
We celebrated our first anniversary as a parish.

+
We traveled to Muskegon (MI) for a retreat with the other priests in our region. Our two candidates went with us, and we celebrated the Rite of Admission for our second candidate (Marty, who lives in MN) at the housechurch liturgy in Muskegon.

+
Candidate Marty joined us for the Therese liturgy here before returning home.

+
We celebrated our first Midnight Mass for Christmas. 

+
Elsie officiated at our first baptism in the Therese community, for 3-month old Jackson Taylor Kruse. 

+
We enrolled and began studies in the D.Min. program at Global Ministries University (online). 

With apologies for making this read like a very long memo, it is at least a synopsis of an incredible year that helps to catch you up on what has happened since our last written communication. We are hugely grateful to each and every one of you for the part you have played – and continue to play – in this story, and humbly grateful to our God of Great Gifts for gifting us with blessings too numerous to name and a mission too exciting to abandon. We walk an uncharted path, joined in hands and hearts. It is Holy Ground. And we shall overcome some day.

Shalom,

Ree & Elsie

