Excerpts from a letter to the Therese Community

Advent 2007

Dear Sisters & Brothers,

Hearts filled with the joyful anticipation of Advent’s promise, we thank you for your unprecedented support during these past weeks and months, both spiritually and financially. With our first Mass now another page in our rapidly expanding history, we want to take the time to acknowledge each and every one of you who have been, and continue to be, such a significant part of it. Feeling overwhelmed, and a bit remiss in extending our thanks, we resort to what may become a Therese Community staple for disseminating the news: the form letter.

Regarding us and the Archdiocese of St Louis: YES, we were served with a summons from our Brother Raymond, immediately after the conclusion of our ordination Mass on November 11, to appear at a canonical court hearing on December 3. NO, we did not respond. Some wonder if it would have been advantageous to appear at the hearing. These are our reasons for declining to do so. We actually would have one of two options at the tribunal: 1] to plead “guilty” to charges of heresy and schism, and recant, which is of course a lie; or 2] to “prove” that we’re right and they’re wrong, which is of course impossible. There is another reason, too, for not going, and that is to demonstrate that a mere man [who presumes to speak for God] has no power over us. Were we to attend the hearing, we would be granting him a position of authority, which is one of the very things we want to eradicate in our new model of priestly ministry.

Regarding finances: NO, we are not funded by anyone. All women and men of the Roman Catholic Womenpriest movement must be self-supporting, which is the reason why many of you who have attended other ordinations throughout the world have been asked for a registration fee. We did not want to do that. We decided, on faith, that we would incur as much indebtedness as was necessary in order to have a wonderful celebration of ordination for ourselves and all who wanted to celebrate with us. We moved in faith, at the same time, to rent Hope Chapel and begin furnishing our church community. We are very happy and humbled to say that your generosity has rewarded our faith and we are moving toward the Incarnation with all our bills paid. You are wonderful!

Regarding volunteerism: YES, everybody’s services were donated for the celebration of ordination [or we would not be debt-free right now!] and that continues to be the case in our Therese Community. We are endlessly grateful, and still looking for all the help we can get. It is a goal to someday have our own facility, complete with full-time ministry and paid staff, but it is not at this point a reality. So we say thank you, and thank you, and thank you; and please step forward with your time and talents as we move ahead with our renewed model of church for a people of longing.

Shalom,

Ree and Elsie 

